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ROBERT GOODWIN TO ADDRESS GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

 
Omaha, NE – The Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission will host the 15th annual Governor’s 
Conference on Community Service March 21 – 22 at the Doubletree Hotel, 1616 Dodge St., 
from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The conference includes training sessions on topics ranging from 
disaster preparedness for people and pets, service learning, volunteer management, disability 
inclusion and others. Robert Goodwin, President and CEO of the Points of Light Foundation will 
present a keynote address on Wednesday, March 21. Other featured speakers and presenters 
include Sam Harrison, author of Zing! and IdeaSpotting; Steve Wolf, President of Issues 
Management Solutions; and Carol Weisman, author of Raising Charitable Children.  
 
On Thursday, March 22 the conference continues, including presentation of the First Lady’s 
Outstanding Community Service Awards luncheon, presented by First Lady Sally Ganem. The 
First Lady’s Outstanding Community Service Award was established to recognize the work of 
individuals and groups dedicated to making Nebraska a better state to live, work, and raise 
families through volunteerism. A team of judges from across the state, led by Commissioners 
and staff from the Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission, chose the winners in each of the 
following categories: 
 
ADULT CATEGORY:      
Kate Sommer – Omaha, NE 
ADULT GROUP CATEGORY:  
Omaha Quilters Guild – Omaha, NE 
BUSINESS CATEGORY:   
Union Pacific Railroad – Lincoln, NE: 
FAMILY CATEGORY: 
Dr. Dave and Kelly Lauer – Lincoln, NE 
NATIONAL SERVICE MEMBER CATEGORY: 
Ana Castaneda – LFS—AmeriCorps Program Member:  Lexington, NE 
NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAM CATEGORY: 
Lutheran Family Services Inc. – LFS—AmeriCorps Program:  Headquarters in Omaha, NE 
RETIREE CATEGORY: 
Anne Carroll – Omaha, NE 
YOUTH CATEGORY: 
Dillion Scott – Falls City, NE: 
YOUTH GROUP: 
Norfolk Panther JOOI Clubs – Norfolk, NE: 
VOLUNTEER IN THE ARTS: 
Barb Gilham – Doniphan, NE 
 



More information on individual First Lady’s Awards winners is available on request. For more 
information about the annual Governor’s Conference on Community Service, visit us online at 
www.nvsc.ne.gov or contact the Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission. 
 
The Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission was established in 1994 to promote, mobilize, and 
support the efforts of all Nebraskans who are united in strengthening their communities, state 
and nation through volunteer and community service. 
 

#END# 
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